
Clean or Unclean?
Theme:  Our relationship to God is a matter of the heart.

Object:  Antibacterial wipes, Hand sanitizer

Scripture:  Mark 7:15

Memory Verse:  My dear brothers and sisters, pay attention to what I say.  Everyone should be quick to listen.  But, they should be slow to speak.  They should be slow to get angry.  James 1:19 (NIrV)
People today are very concerned about having clean hands. Many people carry packages of wipes (show wipes) or hand sanitizer (show hand sanitizer). Keeping your hands clean is good, right? (Invite kids to quickly clean their hands using one of the products.) 
The Bible tells about some Pharisees who came to Jesus. They liked to be bossy about the rules. "We’ve noticed that some of your disciples are eating without washing their hands," they told Jesus. "Why don't they follow our tradition of washing their hands before they eat?"
"You bunch of phonies!" Jesus responded. "Isaiah must have been talking about you when he said, 'These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me.' "
Then Jesus called the people to gather around. "All of you listen. It's not what goes into your body that makes you unclean, it is the bad words that come out of your mouth. Out of your hearts come evil thoughts, greed, cheating, and envy. This is what makes you unclean."
The Pharisees were more worried about having clean hands than they were about having a clean heart. Are we any different? We work hard to keep our hands clean, but do we guard our hearts against evil thoughts? What kinds of books do we read? What kinds of TV shows and movies do we watch? What kind of language comes out of our mouth?
Clean hands or a clean heart, which is more important?
God, forgive us for our unclean thoughts. Create in us clean hearts to honor You. In Jesus' name, amen.
Activities + Resources
·  Coloring Page
· 
· › Crossword
· 
· › Decoder
· 
· › Fill in the Blank
· 
· › Word Search



